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Presidential ceremonies to be held
Cardenas assumes power; creates new traditions for graduates
By EDWINA P. GARZA
The Pan American
It’s been 23 years since The University of
Texas-Pan American has seen an investiture.
But with the recent instillation of the university’s seventh president, the community, faculty
and students of UTPA will see various ceremonies honoring President Blandina Cardenas.
An investiture is a ceremony that honors a
new president where they become endowed
with the powers and responsibilities that come
along with the office. It is a centuries-old academic tradition held to recognize change in a
university. Carol Rausch, assistant to the president and the co-chair of the investiture committee explained the event's prestige.
“The investiture itself is a traditional ceremony full of pomp and circumstance,” Rausch
said. “This is an important exercise in higher
education that this university has not seen in
over 23 years.”
Rausch, assistant to former UTPA
President Miguel A. Nevarez, was present at the
last investiture, which took place in 1981. The
event, she said, was one that she wouldn’t forget
and found the procession, where faculty members dress in the regalia, ceremonial gowns,
especially moving.
“To see all of that brain power in one room
is just amazing,” Rausch said.
The ceremony begins Nov. 29 and continues on Dec. 1-3 with several lunches and activ-

ities for students to herald the celebration of a
new beginning and a new era of change
Cardenas is expected to bring. The official
Presidential Investiture reception will be held
Dec. 3 in the Fine Arts Auditorium at 2 p.m.
While the event includes a passing of the
Presidential Medallion by The University of
Texas System Chancellor Mark. A Yudof, which
is done to represent a new leader to begin their
tenure as the president, Rausch said the event is
primarily ceremonial.
“The chancellor confirms the authority—
she has it right now, but this is just a ceremonial
thing,” Rausch said.
According to Rausch, dignitaries from
across the state and various colleges have been
invited to attend the event.
Rausch said she encourages students to
attend the event to see a ceremony that will be
new to them. The Student Union will televise
the event live in case the Fine Arts Auditorium
exceeds capacity.
“I would encourage all students that can, to
at least watch what goes on, it will be a moving
event for all who watch and participate,” Rausch
said.
As the event draws near, Rausch said
Cardenas is growing eager to attend the investiture. Cardenas, along with Rausch and several
other committee members, has been involved in
the process to make the event unique to both her
personality and the personality of the Rio

Franco Caballero/The Pan American

NEW GARMENTS - Several events for students, faculty and staff will be held from
Nov. 29 to Dec. 1 to herald UTPA President Blandina Cardenas in her investiture.
These events will lead to the upcoming 2004 commencement ceremonies, where new
traditions will embark, commemorating a new beginning in UTPA history.
Grande Valley.
“It’s a real honor for her, and she’s excited
about it,” Rausch said.
Also, with a new president comes new
ideas and even new traditions. Cardenas has

been president for a few months now and she
has approved a new tradition just in time for the
December graduation.
A tradition that started at The University of

See CEREMONY page 11

Nobel prize winner speaks on campus
Former Costa Rican president will
address students on his life’s success

Courtesy of Harrywalker.com

By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American
With the prestige of past
speakers at The University of
Texas-Pan American, such as
Michael Dell, founder of Dell
Computers, and former President
George Bush Sr., esteem is being
added with a new well-known
presenter on Monday.
Former President of Costa
Rica and 1987 Nobel Peace
Laureate Oscar Arias will appear
at UTPA for The Distinguished
Speaker Series on Monday at 7
p.m. The event will be hosted in

the Student Union Auditorium
with doors opening at 6:30 p.m.
for UTPA students, faculty and
staff. Free admission for students
requires a validated UTPA ID.
The event was organized by
university administration, however, the students of UTPA were the
ones to choose Arias to be their
Distinguished Speaker.
According to Sam Smith,
director of the Student Union a
committee was set up to decide
which speaker would be the
appropriate person for the series.
With nearly 100 different options,
representatives from the Student

Government Association (SGA),
the University Program Board
(UPB) and other student organizations decided that Arias could
offer the university community a
well-informed and exciting
evening.
“Students felt that he could
say something that they could
relate to,” Smith said. “They
looked for someone who could
speak on something that was not
only relevant to their life, but relevant to what is occurring right
now in the world.”
Oscar Arias was born in
1941. After studying in the
United States, he read law and
economics at the University of
Costa Rica in the capital, San
Jose. As a student he engaged

actively in the work of the
National Liberation Party.
Arias holds international
stature as a spokesperson for the
developing world. He has traveled with one message in mind:
his message of peace and how to
apply the lessons he acquired in
world issues.
Jose Llanes, educational
leadership professor, explained
that the fee for Arias was from
student monies.
“Dr. Edwards and the student leadership are the persons
who should get the credit for
bringing him on campus,” Llanes
said.
This plays a major role as to
why the students were the ones

See ARIAS page 11
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Backlash of America’s vote: A country divided?
It has been a
week
since
President George
W. Bush was reelected and he will
officially begin his
second term as
president
in
January.
Clarissa Martinez
Some say it will
be a “historical presidency,” while
others are still crying out that the United
States need for a new beginning. But
does it really matter if a Republican
Party candidate rose above a Democratic
one?
The argument between the nation isn’t
about the parties because they will
always exist, no matter how bad of a
beating one gets. Where the debate lies
though is in the deep-rooted belief of the
direction the people of the United States
forsee and want their country to take.
There has been cries of those “crazy
liberal elitists” and the “old-fashioned
conservatives,” but when did the terms
liberal and conservative become putdowns? Liberal isn’t about being elitist,
but rather simply wanting a more
progressive country. Conservatives don’t
want stop evolution of a country, they
want to maintain a structured nation that
holds morals in high regard. No matter
what definition, it is all about
perception.
Perception is reality, and if someone
views a person as liberal, that is what
they are. If you consider yourself
conservative, that is how you will act.

But if we want to get technical,
according
to
the
Web
site
dictionary.com, liberal is defined as: Not
being limited to or by established,
traditional, orthodox or authoritarian
attitudes;
free
from
bigotry.
Conservative, on the other hand, means:
Favoring traditional views and values;
tending to oppose change. But we can
always argue that that is a biased Web
site.
Enough with the whole term talk.
What really matters is that this election
has represented two opposing forces
meeting at one location and battling it
out, metaphorically. Do the people of
this nation want change? Apparently not.
That is what is shocking to people who
wanted to create progressive measures
for this nation.
Although there was focus on the war
in Iraq, the economy and such, it turns
out this election wasn’t about the issues
or the candidates’ platforms. To the
public, it might have been about
fighting. Fighting to either go change the
way Americans live, or maintain the
status that we have been experiencing
for the past four years.
Perhaps people are just over judging
what the nation really wants.
Although a traditionally Democratic
area, the Rio Grande Valley had
approximately 45 percent of the
presidential votes go to Bush. We may
also be one of the most conservative
areas, but wouldn’t other factors play
into the reason for wanting to change?
Perhaps not.

According to Thomas L. Friedman, an
Opinion/Editorial Columnist for the
New York Times, he felt troubled by the
election because he believed that “this
election was tipped because of an
outpouring of support for George Bush
by people who don't just favor different
policies than I do - they favor a whole
different kind of America. We don't just
disagree on what America should be
doing; we disagree on what America is.”
Some people have the same questions
that Friedman does. With Bush’s record,
it might be something other than his
decision-making skills that lead to his
re-election.
“Is it a country that does not intrude
into people's sexual preferences and the
marriage unions they want to make,”
Friedman wrote. “Is it a country that
allows a woman to have control over her
body? And, most important, is it a
country whose president mobilizes its
deep moral energies to unite us - instead
of dividing us from one another and
from the world?”
Despite the fact that the country is
taking two different stances, people just
agree that this country is splitting. Even
though Sen. John Kerry called out for
unity in the nation in his concession
speech, we still have not.
Despite that the country’s name is
“The United States,” those living here
will not be united until the nation
decides where they want to take
themselves, on a personal level, and a
level that will also affect the way others
want to live.

ful manner. To disagree and disrespect are
two completely different things, and I
believe Vazquez completely crossed the
line. She angrily refers to him as “the
same old conservative”; and predicts that
he will “kill more American soldiers in
battle,” as if that is his goal as President!
Like it or not, he is our Commander in
Chief and there must be some people in
this country who like him, because he's
still in office and still deserves the utmost
respect from the American people, despite

the differences many people may have
with him.
Jenny LaFara
Freshman,English major

LETTER TO THE EDITOR:
Dear Editor:
There was an article in The Pan
American newspaper that totally blew me
away. Entitled, “Bush Wins; America
Loses,” Arianna Vazquez describes
President Bush’s re-election as a national
tragedy. Granted, her article is an editorial and she has the freedom to express her
opinion, but I believe that no matter what
she thinks, George W. Bush is still the
president of the United States and should
not be spoken about in such a disrespect-

CORRECTION
On page one of the Nov. 4 issue of The
Pan American, SGA President Nathan
Schwarz, was misquoted due to a
reporter’s error in “W wins: Kerry concedes presidential race keeping Bush as
commander-in-chief.”

NEWS

n

Modern languages . . . . . . . . 4

n

Teacher certification . . . . . . . . 5

n

Bronc Olympics . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

Valley takes time to remember veterans
By LYLONY CAZARES
The Pan American

according to the Department of Veterans Affairs Web site.
Like Castillo, many Veterans will be attending parades or
ceremonies in honor of their services this weekend.
Sgt. Andy Molina, a UTPA ROTC member and Veteran, is part
of the National Guard and has participated in Veteran parades in
past years.
“I do believe Veterans’ Day is very important,” Molina said.
“We need to remember those who have fought and died for our
country and to allow us to enjoy our freedom.”
Other Veterans take a more symbolic approach to honor those
who passed away. Samuel Freeman, political science professor,
simply wears a black armband in commemoration of his 58,236
brothers and sisters who died in Vietnam.
“Veterans’ Day is a really sad day for me,” Freeman said. “It is
a day of remembrance and a day of mourning.”
With the country still at war, this Veterans Day will also be a
day to remember the military personnel still in Iraq.
Sam Arriaga, a Gulf War Veteran and UTPA student will be
attending a Navajo Native American ceremony honoring

Celerino Castillo, a Vietnam Veteran, will be spending today
recalling his personal memories of war and of family and friends
who passed away fighting for their country.
“I have an uncle who was killed in action in WWII, and every
Veterans Day I go out and put a new flag at his grave,” Castillo
said.
Castillo, who graduated from Pan American University in
1976, speaks at several schools across the Valley, informing
students of the Vietnam era and the importance of Veterans Day.
He also spends the day with his father, who is also a WWII
Veteran.
“We try to attend the same ceremonies,” Castillo said. “My
father will wear his suit with all the medals and I wear a Vietnam
shirt.”
Veterans’ Day, Nov. 11, is a day set aside to thank and honor all
those who have served honorably in the military during wartime
or peacetime including those who were killed in combat,

Veterans, but he wishes he was with the troops in Iraq.
“I have pride in my country, and I’m proud of those who are
serving,” Arriaga said. “I want peace, but I will not run just to get
out of this country, the mission has been set and we have a job to
do.”
Castillo, feels differently about the war, but ultimately supports
the military personnel and their efforts.
“I support the troops,” Castillo said. “Especially now as the war
is going on we need to educate ourselves on why we are out there.
Their country has asked them to serve and they are serving to the
best of their ability and some are paying the ultimate price.”
To honor all the Rio Grande Valley Veterans a flag-raising
ceremony at 9:30 a.m. will be held at the Veterans of Foreign War
Post No. 2035 on Paredes Line Road in Brownsville. Sen. Eddie
A. Lucio Jr., D-Brownsville will address the Veterans at noon.
The Marine Military Academy will also be holding a Veterans
‘Day Parade in downtown Harlingen at 4 p.m. today. While
downtown Pharr will hold their 10th Annual Veterans’Day Parade
on Sat. Nov. 13 at 10 a.m.
Eduardo Martinez/The Pan American

World War I ended with the
implementation of an
armistice between the allies
and Germany at the eleventh
hour of the eleventh day of
November 1918.

Veterans
Day
history

Congress adopts a resolution
directing the president to
issue an annual proclamation
calling on the observance
of Armistice Day.

Congress passes legislation approving the
establishment of a Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in
Arlington National Cemetery. Congress declares Nov.
11, 1921 a legal Federal holiday to honor all those who
participated in the war.

World War II and the Korean War
create millions of additional war
veterans in addition to those
of the First World War I already
honored by Armistice Day.

Congress passes legislation on May 13, making
Nov. 11 a legal federal holiday, Armistice Day. The
U.S. has no ‘actual’ national holidays because the
states retain the right to designate their own
holidays. But in practice the states almost always
follow the federal lead in designation of holidays.

On June 1, President
Eisenhower signs
legislation changing
the name of the legal
holiday from Armistice
Day to Veteran’s Day.

The federal observance
of Veterans Day is held
on the fourth Monday of
October.

Veterans’ Day
observance reverts to
Nov 11.

Legislation passed to return the Federal observance of
Veteran’s Day to November 11, based on popular support
throughout the nation. Since the change to the fourth
Monday in October, 46 states had either continued to
commemorate November 11 or had reverted back to the
original date based on popular sentiment.
Source: http://www.army.mil/cmh-pg/faq/vetsday/vetshist.htm

Local organizations provide shelter, education on domestic violence
Faculty member will share
field experience in course
By ANGELA I. CANALES
The Pan American
Women, children and even men are all subject to domestic
violence. The trauma that this experience may cause can lead a
person out of their own home to find refuge in a place where they
will no longer be victims of this crime.
According to a survey conducted in 2002 by the Texas Council
on Family Violence, 74 percent of all Texans have either
experienced some form of domestic violence or have had a family
member or friend who has been through the ordeal.
The Texas Department of Public Safety and the Texas Council
on Family Violence has reported that in 2003, 185,299 domestic
violence incidents were reported with 153 incidents ending in
death.
The crisis center of Mujeres Unidas reported that in the Valley,
their organization alone sheltered 233 women and 607 children in
2003.
Jessica Martinez, community education coordinator for
Mujeres Unidas said the center provides different services to help
victims and survivors of crimes such as domestic violence and

sexual assault.
“This program is available for both men and women. We offer a
“We provide counseling to victims of domestic violence and 24-week program and a 10-week program, [however], the
survivors of sexual assault,” Martinez said. “The counseling is majority of those who attend are mandated by parole or probation
free and confidential [and] it is
(98 percent), but anyone interested in
conducted one-to-one with the
attending may do so on a voluntary
victim by appointment. We also
basis.”
PHYSICAL HARASSMENT
provide group counseling for  Emergency Shelter Clients - 233 women and 607
For the 2005 spring semester The
sexual assault survivors and children in 2003.
University of Texas-Pan American
their family members [we] do  McAllen Outreach Center Staff provided counseling, will offer a course titled Domestic
not
provide
marriage parenting classes, advocacy, information and referrals
Violence in Society that is open to all
for 707 clients.
counseling.”
majors and will be taught by assistant
Information by the Texas  Rape Crisis Center - 276 female survivors 10 male
professor, William Beverly.
and 34 children survivors of incest received
Health and Human Services survivors
“[I suggest for students to take this
counseling and, accompaniment to court or hospital.
Commission stated that in 2003  Hotline Calls - the agency answered a total of 8,080
class] to increase awareness about
11,545 adults received shelter calls in 2003.
domestic violence in our society,”
from their abusive relationships,
Beverly said. “The prevalence, the
Source: Mujeres Unidas Annual Report
and 18,188 children received
impact related policies like law,
shelter in Texas.
intervention modalities [will all be
Victims and survivors are not the only ones that need help in taught].”
dealing with these problems. The Mujeres Unidas also provides
Beverly said that there is a perception that domestic violence
help for the perpetrators of the crimes that carries a registration fee perpetrators have all been victims or survivors of domestic
of $35 and a $15 weekly fee that can add up to a total of $395.
violence themselves. The course will talk about some of these
“We provide anger management classes for abusers through our suppositions, as well as facts correlated with those suppositions.
Batterer Intervention and Prevention Program,” Martinez said.

See DOMESTIC page 12
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UTPA department connects science with language
By CECILIA CASTANEDA
The Pan American
The University of Texas-Pan American. “Pan
American” meaning a university of all the
Americas. But now, UTPA is not just spanning
across the Americas, but across the Atlantic
Ocean to Europe.
After a shortage of modern language classes,
UTPA is now reinstating a German class,
proposing a French major and developing a
Chinese class.
“This area is becoming more and more diverse
and we want to tap into that," Edith Vandervoort
said, associate professor for French and will teach
the upcoming German class. "We also want to
prepare our students for the future and in order to
do that we can’t assume that they are going to
stay in the Valley. We want to expand their
opportunities by teaching them new languages.”
Isreal Serna, a junior majoring in mechanical
engineering, realized the importance of
expanding opportunities through language. He
chose a French minor to give him an advantage
over other engineering candidates.
“You’re more interesting to companies when
they look at your resume and see something
different, like being able to speak in French,”
Serna said. “They like to see that you have both

mathematical and language skill[s]. Not only can
you do the math, but you can communicate it
too.”
Producing more competitive business and
engineering students was also the intent of adding
a German class to the modern languages
department. German courses open doors of
opportunities in large German manufacturing
companies for engineering students. Through the
new German course and educational
collaboration with universities in Germany,
students can study abroad in Germany and intern
with a local company, which could lead to
employment opportunities.
“Germany is becoming an economical leader
in Europe,” Glenn Martinez said, associate
professor of Spanish and the modern languages
department chair. “So it is a real strategic
language for students to learn if they are
interested in business.”
Globalization is increasing the business
interaction between foreign countries. This
modern phenomenon is the connection of
countries around the globe through newer and
faster methods such as the Internet. Universities
around the world, including UTPA, are preparing
their students for a future of global business
unionization and requires more linguistic

Brave new language: Meeting to
overcome one of the biggest fears
By JUANITA D. CANTU
The Pan American
A Spanish course usually seems like the
best and most obvious approach to learn
Spanish. However, for Cherie Hodges,
International Toastmasters has worked
wonders for her.
Hodges, a pharmacist, attended a
Toastmasters meeting at the University of
Texas-Pan American Library on Tuesday
evening. The entire meeting was spoken in
Spanish, with not even a single chirp
allowed in English.
For more than an hour, Hodges,
challenged herself to make sure only
Spanish words came out of her mouth. She
struggled, she hesitated, she paused, but she
didn’t give up.
She even had to deliver an entire speech
in Spanish. Hodges was poised and well
prepared. She spoke slowly and clearly as
she tried to pronounce each word correctly.
However, just trying to think of the correct
word to use was the biggest test.
“Just the idea of doing my speech was
scary. It was my first speech ever in
Spanish,” said Hodges, who has been a
member of Toastmasters for more than a
year. Her speech was on the different
sections of the brain and how people can
control their own thoughts.
That evening, not only did Hodges
overcome her fear of pubic speaking but
also her fear of doing it in Spanish. It wasn’t
until 1997, when she spent eight weeks in

Cuernavaca, Mexico, that Hodges was first
immersed into the Spanish language.
“The main reason I could do it was
because of the support I have,” Hodges
said.
Everyone in the club is so encouraging
and helpful, she added.
Toastmasters has 9,300 chapters
worldwide. The Grande Evening chapter of
Toastmasters in Edinburg meets every
Tuesday at 7p.m. in room 310 on the third
floor of the UTPA library. Every other
Tuesday the meeting is done completely in
Spanish. This chapter is the only one in the
United States to hold its meetings in
Spanish.
Toastmasters is geared to help people
overcome their fear of public speaking. At
any meeting, the agenda always includes
table topics, prepared speeches and
evaluations.
For table topics, a member of the club
asks any attendee a random question, which
is to be answered within a time limit of
about two minutes. This segment of the
meeting puts all attendees on their toes
since they do not know if they’ll be chosen
to speak.
Members also present prepared speeches
to the audience and are then evaluated on
the deliverance and content of their speech.
“The meeting helps me express my ideas
better. Helps me control my nerves while
speaking,” said Alfredo Conde, sophomore

See TOASTMASTERS page 12

competence.
Globalization is also
bringing more German and
French companies to the area
and Valley companies are
increasing their trade with
their new foreign neighbors.
Thus, international business
majors benefit from speaking
German
or
French,
increasing their opportunities
for trade.
“Several
French
Franco Caballero/The Pan American
Maquillas are settled across
the border,” Stella Behar COMMING SOON - Parallel to the growing diversity of ethnicities at UTPA
and the Valley the Dept. of Modern Languages and Literature is proposing
said, associate professor for development and enrichment of the programs currently available. Flyers
French. “Their human have been distributed to promote the reinstating of a German course for the
resource people are very spring semester.
happy to find professionals that are trilingual, foreign language. Taking German courses as an
especially engineers and students of business.”
undergraduate can help them get ahead."
However, the German class is not limited to
Vandervoort will be teaching the new language
future engineers and businessmen. Since the course, German 1331.01, in the spring on
national science laboratories in the United States Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 11:45are collaborating with German laboratories, 12:35. The native German speaker has a
Vandervoort recommends German classes for bachelor’s and master’s degree in German
students interested in physics and chemistry.
literature from the University of Illinois-Chicago
The German and French classes also help and a Ph.D. in modern language with a major in
graduate students fulfill their requirement for German and a minor in French. Currently, the
fluency in one, two, or even three foreign German course for the spring has decent
languages. It can also prepare undergraduate enrollment numbers.
students planning to attend graduate school to
"We’ve had a very good reaction to the new
learn a new language, according to Vandervoort. German class," Martinez said. "A lot of students
"Most languages take seven to nine years for are excited."
an adult to learn," Vandervoort said. "In graduate
Besides the new German course, the
school, students only have a semester to master a
See CULTURE page 12
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ACP program counters teacher shortage
Education certification offers graduates immediate employment
By EMMA CLARK
The Pan American
Given a choice, what would you expect
from your child’s teacher? Careful, yet
determined? One who has a heart, but who
is persistent at the same time?
Motivational, and who has the ability to
reach your child?
In other words, perfect?
With teacher shortages across the nation
reaching an all time high, Texas officials
are questioning what they can do to ease
the problem on the state’s children. The
answer: the Alternative Certification
Program (ACP) offered on college
campus’ across the nation.
Designed to lure newly graduated
college students into the world of
teaching, ACP is described as an “earn
while you learn” program. This means that
ACP students are paid for the time spent in
the classroom, which starts immediately.
“Some, after they’ve graduated with
their degree in engineering for example,
they realize they’re going to have to move
to Houston or Dallas, and some aren’t able
to do that, to leave their family,” said Dora
Salazar, program director for ACP at
UTPA. “They tell me, ‘I need a job
immediately, so I think I want to teach.’”
Salazar is firm in claiming that any
critic who states that the ACP is an easy
ride to fast cash after graduation is
mistaken.
“No, it’s not easy, but it can be
enjoyable,” she said. “You have to be
organized and understand the extreme
amount of responsibility you have. It’s
also about the content, you have to know

what you’re doing. It’s not like everyone
who walks through here will be certified.”
ACP student interns begin the process
by application. Salazar and her team of
professors located in the Education
Building assess the application and look
closely at the graduate’s transcript. A
cumulative GPA of 2.5 or higher is
required.
“If for example, they’re interested in
teaching elementary, they have to have 24
hours in the content: six hours in Math, six
hours in Science, six hours in English and
six hours in social studies. In middle
school, it’s 36 hours, and in high school

former classroom teacher.
Once completed, and a detailed
background check satisfies officials, ACP
recommends its interns for a license.
Interns are not guaranteed a license at the
end of the program, and must pass state
examinations.
“Because they have a bachelor’s
already, the state says that they can
become a teacher, and they can be in the
classroom. The ACP helps to make that
transition because it’s on the job training,”
Salazar said.
“Student-intern’s are not figuring it out
for four years, or three years or the last

THE NUMBERS ON EDUCATION
* Of the estimated six million people in the U.S. with teaching qualifications only
half are actually teaching.
* From 1994 – 1998 salaries for new graduates outside of education increased by
over $6,000 (17 percent), for master’s degree holders outside of education the
increase was over $17,000 (32 percent). For teachers, the increase was just one
percent.
* One third of teachers leave the profession after three years. Forty percent leave
after five years. In the 1999-2000 school year, 66 percent of teachers had a mentor, and 87 percent found the mentors helpful.
* Nationally, 16 percent of teachers are minorities while the student population is
40 percent minority. During the 1999-2000 school year, 38 percent of public
schools did not have a single teacher of color.
Source: National Education Association

it’s 24 hours.” Salazar said.
Additionally, five essential classes are
required which will, “teach them how to
teach,” according to Salazar, herself a

APPLICATION AVAILABLE FOR

EDITOR POSITION
DEADLINE NOV. 23

THOSE INTERESTED PLEASE STOP
BY THE
STUDENT PUBLICATIONS OFFICE,
COAS 170.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT (956) 381-2541.

two years of their college experience,” she
said. “They’re getting training, they know
the job, and are already getting paid.”
Salazar admitted that there is a great
need for teachers all over the country, but
especially in the Rio Grande Valley, where
the ratio is now one teacher to 22 students.
This ratio increases throughout high
school.
Director of Personnel for McAllen
Independent School District, Steve Ellis
said that ACP student interns have to go
through the process of application,
selection and interviewing just like any
other candidate who has completed the
traditional four-year bachelor’s in
education.
Salazar explained, ACP has no real
difference from the bachelors of education
degree.
“For us in ACP, we require them to take
the five classes,” she said. “And then we
do a year-long internship. The only
difference is ours is an abbreviated amount
of classes that are geared only to how to
teach. They’re not teaching the content.”
However Ellis said that ACP students do
have to sell themselves more.
“Student teaching on campus allows
them to get to know the campus, the
teachers, and so it’s possible that they will
be hired permanently,” Ellis said. “It gives
them an edge.”

The ACP was implemented as a direct
result of the teacher shortage in Texas.
“The idea is how do we get more
teachers into the classrooms? The big
issue right now is, can anybody teach?”
Salazar said.
She asked, just because a graduate went
to Yale, and has a 4.0 GPA, does this mean
he or she will be a good teacher? This is a
critical issue for authorities, especially
with President George W. Bush’s No Child
Left Behind Act now firmly in place,
requiring all teachers to be of a high
standard.
“It’s still a question about how children
are being prepared. Who’s teaching them,”
Salazar said. “I think our program tends to
be more respected because we do hold on
to the UT label.”
Ultimately, the state decides who will
get certified and licensed to teach, after
the ACP training is complete. Salazar
reminds parents that all teachers who stand
at the front of their child’s classroom has
gone through a criminal check.
“If there is any problem, even drunk
driving, they are not going to be
approved,” Salazar said.
So far, the success of the ACP program
is yet to be determined. Reports by the
National Center for Education Information
(NCEI) claim that 2.2 million teachers are
required over the next 10 years.
The ACP program gives hope in
decreasing that number, while Salazar
claimed that enrollment numbers in the
program remain high. While she attended a
recent conference about the ACP program
she said she was surprised at how
advanced UTPA’s program was, in
comparison to other programs throughout
the nation.
“Everyone that had sent in a proposal
was doing a break-out session, a
workshop, to explain what their program
was,” she said. “As I went to all of them, I
realized, we’re way ahead of everybody.”
Dr. C. Emily Feistritzer of NCEI
confirmed this in a speech she gave in
1999, with Texas, New Jersey and
California having the most successful
alternative certification programs for
teachers.
Among the reasons for this, Salazar
explained that Texas involves the school
district early on in the program, and this
was something other states had not seen
before.
“The last thing is, in connection with the
No Child Left Behind Act, and I don’t
know if this is a good thing or a bad
thing,” Salazar said. “The idea is that
Texas is ahead of having the examinations
already in place. A lot of states don’t have
that. They’re still working out the system.”
“Because of programs like ACP, we are
able to meet the needs of the profession.
[The teacher shortage] is certainly less
than it was before,” Ellis concluded.
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Bronc Olympics create
friendly competition
By JESSICA MUNIZ
The Pan American

Melissa Martinez/The Pan American
RAISING VOICES - (from left) Krystal Soto and Val Serna from the group The Call sing Tuesday night
at the University Center Circle. The event was sponsored by the World Mandate Student Organization.
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Today the University Program Board
(UPB) will be hosting their annual Bronc
Olympics event from 4 p.m. until 8 p.m. at
the Quad.
The event has become a tradition for
organizations that enjoy challenging each
other during relay races. The races that the
teams will compete in today include games
such as: human fuse ball, wheel barrel races,
balloon tag, tug-of-war and the entertaining
mechanical bull ride. Participants in this
event include students from organizations
and clubs around campus.
Each team will consist of six members
and two alternatives that will sponsor their
organization. It is the event that UPB hopes
will bring a competitive spirit to the
students in a positive manner. Participants
will also get to experience the heart of a
champion, by winning the prizes that will
also be awarded to the winners such as
trophies and not to mention bragging rights.
Last year the UPB Committee Chairman
Omar Jasso, a senior computer science
major, hosted the event and had a successful
turnout due to student participation.

“I was thrilled to see the look on student’s
faces when they competed against each
other. My favorite moment was when the
students would ride the mechanical bull, I
thought that was hilarious,” Jasso said.
According to Jasso, most students
enjoyed themselves and it was a great way
to build friendships.
Unity is the primary goal for this event
having students come together for the sole
purpose of keeping the Bronc spirit alive.
This year UPB Blenders Committee
Chairman, Lilly Montalvo, a sophomore
nursing major, will be hosting the event.
“I am excited for all the teams who will
be participating this year. I hope this year
will be a great turnout,” Montalvo said. “I
expect for all participants and teams to
develop friendships amongst each other and
for good sportsmanship to happen between
the teams.”

Bronc Olympics
2004

Nov. 11
4-8 p.m.
At the Quad
Sponsored by UPB
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UTPA graduate recites poetry at local venues

Daniel Garcia Ordaz is adding a bit of color to the Rio Grande
Valley's literary world. The University of Texas-Pan American
graduate turned freelance writer, photographer, painter and songwriter recently released “You Know What I'm Sayin'?”
It is a collection of poems and a short play dealing with issues
such as racisms and affirmative action.
“Opportunity knocks on all classes of doors, for all masses. I
don’t need you to listen for me. I can hear it. I done open them
doors with my spirit. If Impossible’s got claws about you Now you
know how it feels to be not you,” is a line from Ordaz’s poem
“Affirmative Action.”
Some of his poetry touches on issues people deal with now,
while others are linked more to the past.
“In my poetry I try to tell the stories of the past,” Ordaz said.
“Not to promote anger or bitterness, but rather to get truth out there
and then help people move on, and also appreciate the civil rights
we have gained.”
Ordaz, a Texas native, was born in Houston and raised in
Mission. He began writing in high school, and feels that his greatest influences include world-renowned prolific writer, Langston
Hughes and author of “I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings,” Maya
Angelou.
Ordaz has also found inspiration in the Harlem Renaissance
and the old rancheras, which are similar to country songs, his
father taught him. Being raised in a Catholic home, and the introduction of rap and hip-hop in the 80s, has influenced his life. He

began writing short stories after his father passed away in 1997,
two years later he began reading his work in public. He is cofounder of the non-profit organization Art That Heals, Inc., which
promotes the arts and the use of art to help bring an end to AIDS.
Throughout his career, Ordaz has made several appearances at
different Valley high schools and universities including UTPA and
the University of Texas at Austin. Leeta Shands, an American literature teacher at McAllen High School was impressed by his talent
and invited him to her classroom in October.
“Ordaz's poetry is a beautifully varied and deeply meaningful
example of the poetic expression from the area,” Shands said. “My
students were very impressed by his poetry, since they felt his poetry was so heartfelt and spoke about their lives and experiences.”
Shands wants to expose her students to cultural influences
that promote self-expression.
“I'm always looking for someone who will inspire my students to become excited about their own regional culture,” Shands
said. “Hopefully, by engaging them in the creative process, they
will be inspired to become involved in their own expression.”
A lecturer for the department of English at UTPA, Barbara
Vielma, recently invited Ordaz to her introduction to literature
class, and described Ordaz's poetry as simple, earthy, direct and
playful.
“So many of our students have been exposed to nothing but
world-renowned poems,” Vielma said. “They then feel that all
poetry is elusive and intimidating. I want my students to revel in
words and discover that poetry is accessible, understandable and
fun!”
Ordaz's next public appearances include Jitterz Coffee Bar in

Mission on Nov. 12; Barnes and Noble in McAllen on Nov. 13,
along with featured reader Jose Skinner; and Nov. 19 at the Narciso
Martinez Cultural Arts Center in San Benito for the "Border to
Border" Poetry Party. For more information on Ordaz, visit
www.angelfire.com/poetry/mariachi/index.html.
Courtesy of Daniel Garcia Ordaz

By AMANDA GARCIA
The Pan American

ACTION - Daniel Garcia Ordaz brings his poetry to life. His
poetry is inspired by famous poets, family members and historical movements.

Concerts: Ticket prices climb while sales decline
By OMAIRA GALARZA
The Pan American
Imagine hundreds of sweaty bodies pressed together swaying
in a rhythmic motion; rows of spectators springing out of their
chairs to shout with excitement; true cow folk and non-cow folk
alike two-stepping between tables in hats and wranglers; and a
fearsome circle of moshers are all images from concerts of different genres.
These are scenes that the general public could once enjoy at
a modest price, but with the drastic price increases many concerts
have become less attainable in recent years.
“My first concert [cost] $3 to see ‘Queen,’” said Marcelo
Rodriguez, who has been a promoter for 16 years.

Eduardo Martinez/The Pan American

Now, spending $3 on a ticket for a big-name concert is a thing
of the past. Ticket prices for the Nov. 13 Vincente Fernandez and
Ana Gabriel concert at the Dodge Arena range from $50 to $125.
According to Pollstar analysis of the top 50 tours through
June, gross revenues were up 11 percent to $753.5 million, but
ticket sales were down 2 percent to 12.8 million, with ticket prices
up almost 13 percent. The analysis also showed that the average
price of a ticket shot up from $26.05 in 1995 to $50.35 last year.
This price increase has not hindered all concertgoers from
purchasing tickets. Michael Gomez, a sophomore at South Texas
College in McAllen, said that he has not noticed the change nor
does it affect his ticket-buying decision. However, he is aware of
the difference between prices in the Valley and larger cities.
The cost of the same concert is often drastically different. The
Gloria Estefan concert on July 30 at the Dodge Arena tickets were
$51-$176, while the SBC Center in San Antonio priced tickets
from $49.50-$79.50.
“Actually, ticket prices are higher here in the Valley especially in the Dodge Arena,” said Gomez, who has attended 20 concerts, five of which were after June. “I understand why and that is
because it is a smaller venue compared to places in bigger cities
like San Antonio or Houston.”
Rodriguez, who works with concert tour promotions and
marketing, explained this idea.
“Verizon Wireless in San Antonio holds up to 20,000 [and]
the Dodge Arena holds 7,000. So lets say [an artist] charges
$150,000,” Rodriguez said. “They have to divide that cost by the
number of seats in order to be profitable.”
Now, the money that is generated from the ticket sales at each
venue basically goes through a three-tier system: agencies, promoters and the artist. The agency’s role is to book the tour, then
different promoters in each city advertise and publicize the show
where the artist performs. On average, the agency gets 15 percent,
promoters get 10 percent and the artist gets 75 percent of the earnings in each city, according to Rodriguez.
These individuals reap the benefits of higher ticket prices, but

what constitutes the change in cost? Rodriguez said that the music
industry is just that, it is a business making it inevitable that prices
rise with time.
However, Gerardo Vazquez, creative director of Disa
Records, an Univision Music Group Company, believes there are
different reasons.
“Perhaps one, and probably a very important reason, is there
are just too many acts going on every month almost everywhere in
the [United States] and Mexico,” Vazquez said. “With that in
mind, the promoter’s marketing has to be more intensive, radio
and [television] ads, press and local interviews. The investment for
a certain campaign goes well into the several thousands of dollars.”
He also explained that prices have gone up to make up for the
deficit in revenue for low sales and extra expenses considered in
tours, such as gasoline for transportation. Gas prices are at record
highs, and this affects groups that tour nationwide by bus.
Rodriguez who said that price changes “just happen,” did
credit another issue brought up in the last 10 years, which deals
with the technical and performance aspects of shows.
“Shows are bigger, they have more at risk,” Rodriguez said.
The three big players, agencies, promoters and artists, potentially face a great loss, but at the same token, they may experience
tremendous gain. The real losers tend to be the fans.
“[The price increase] is not good because a lot of people don’t
have much money,” said Marcie Flores, employee of Rodeo
House Western Wear in Edinburg. “People will only be able to go
to one, maybe two concerts.”
Flores said that the Rodeo House, which sells tickets for concerts across the Valley including the Dodge Arena and La Villa
Real Special Events Center, has seen a decline in the tickets purchased since prices have gone up. She said that this may be due to
the recent trends of online ticket purchases, but a lot of it has to do
with cost.
In the future, whether or not sales continue to go down is up
to the fans, and their choice to buy tickets.
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pening weekend for a
popular movie often means
long lines, shoving for good
seats and sold out tickets.
Now moviegoers avoid the
complications that accompany a night at the cinema,
and opt to buy their tickets
online.
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According to an article in the Houston Chronicle, online ticket sales
made up 4.3 percent of total movie sales last year, tripling the percentage
of sales from the three previous years. While the number is not still high
enough to create a dramatic change, the number of ticket sales is predicted
to grow, at least until 2008.
In bigger cities, like Austin, more people take advantage of the online
ticket system because they offer more features Valley theaters have yet to
offer, like in-theater ticket pick-up kiosks, which allow moviegoers to
bypass the box office.
Lizette Salinas, 21, a student at the University of Texas at Austin
prefers buying tickets at Fandango.com than in person at the theater box
office.
“I’d rather buy tickets online because I want to make sure I get them
before they sell out,” Salinas said. “There is nothing worse than going to a
movie and having to leave because they are sold out.”
Salinas emphasized that buying her tickets online is practical for her
because it is quicker and easier.
“I also buy my tickets online out of sheer convenience because I can
choose my desired movie online and pay for it right there,” Salinas said.
“It's a clean transaction. Good times. No lines.”
So although online ticket purchases may guarantee a movie pass, long
lines and loss of blood when fighting for seats are still an issue, at least in
the Valley.

One of the more popular online and phone movie ticketing services is
Fandango.com, which sells to more than 1,000 theaters and 11,500 screens.
According to the Web site, when Fandango was first created in March
2000, the goal was to create a company that would make the movie-planning and movie-going experience more convenient and fun for consumers.
However, moviegoers are questioning the practicality of purchasing
movie tickets online.
Angela Hausman, professor of marketing, teaches a consumer behavior course at The University of Texas-Pan American. She believes that
online movie ticket purchases are not practical for consumers in the Rio
Grande Valley.

Story by Christina Harris
Illustration by Eduardo Martinez

Technological advances continue to change the way
society operates in certain situations, especially in the
realm of entertainment. The high Internet population
has resulted in a new market of online shoppers and
customers who want instant gratification. Movie theaters have joined in on the trend, will you?

“One of the problems is that you pay a service charge,” Hausman said.
“Movie tickets are already expensive, but if it was sold out I can see why
a person wouldn’t mind paying the extra fee.”
Aside from the fee that the Web sites charge, Hausman believes that the
bigger issue is the inevitability of waiting in line.
“I don’t understand why you still have to wait in line to get your
receipt; to me that makes no sense,” Hausman said. “You can print out an
airline boarding pass and it has a barcode on it so all you have to do is scan
it in. I don’t understand why they can’t do that with movie tickets.”
Hector Casas, 22, from McAllen, said he does not buy tickets online
because they are expensive and he still has to wait in line to pick up the
tickets.
“If I’m going to have to wait in line anyway, I might as well pay less
for my ticket,” Casas said.

See the movie you want when you want!
To Buy tickets online at Fandango.com:
1. Select a movie and date, then click on a red showtime at the theater of your choice.
2. Complete the "Purchase Tickets" section to buy tickets on our secure website.
You will need to present the credit card you used for the purchase at most theaters. Other theaters allow ticket pick up with a confirmation number.
To buy tickets over the phone at 1-800-FANDANGO:
1. Verify your location or enter a theater express code.
2. Say the movie you want to see, the theater where you want to see it (if you didn't enter the
express code), and the showtime.
3. Follow the prompts to purchase your tickets. You will need to present the credit card you
used for the purchase at most theaters. Other theaters allow ticket pick up with a confirmation
number.
You can now pick up your tickets in one of three ways:
1. At the box office.
2. Bypass the box office line by picking up your tickets at a ticket kiosk near the theater lobby
entrance -- available at most theaters.
3. Or, at select theaters, print your tickets at home and go straight to the ticket taker.

Source: www.fandango.com
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L.A. broadcast personality accused of racial slur
By AARON LOZANO
The Pan American
LOS ANGELES - It was in the living room of their own home
during the 11 p.m. nightly news in Los Angeles where Ronald
Lopez and his wife, Christina Zapata, felt attacked by what they
call, a racial slur.
“I am a Chicano from L.A., and I am 40 years old. I grew
up with this type of stuff,” Lopez said. “I’m just sick of it.”
During the Los Angeles KNBC Channel 4, weather forecast, Fritz Coleman and other broadcast journalists laughed at a
remark in which Coleman referred to a hypothetical umbrella
valet as “Jose.”
Sonnie Salinas, president of The University of Texas-Pan
American’s Leading Interviewers and Video Excellence,
L.I.V.E., defines a racial slur as a statement attacking a group of
minorities.
“A racial slur is stereotyping of any form, whether its racial
or gender related, directed towards a group of people,” he said.
“In this situation, if he works for the station, then the station and
everyone associated with the program is liable, because he’s
speaking for the station.”
Lopez claims that the statement made a week ago on
Monday was highly offensive to him and his wife. He claims that
everyone responsible, even the group of journalists who laughed
on air in response to the joke.
“My wife [Christina] and I were watching the 11 p.m. news
on Channel 4 and heard a joke made about one of the announcers having an umbrella valet named 'Jose,’” Lopez stated in an email.
At the time, Coleman thought it was an innocent joke when
he mentioned that his colleague Fred, the sports reporter, might
need an umbrella valet named “Jose” due to the amount of rain
in Los Angeles. He said the remark was completely unintentional, and a product of live broadcasting.
“It was totally a joke and misinterpreted and yes, a poor
choice of words,” Coleman said. “I want everyone to know that
it was a shot to the sportscaster and I didn’t mean to offend anyone else.”

Coleman has worked at KNBC for 23 years and suggests
that his on air personality in front of a live camera is important
to his broadcast. According to the weatherman, he and the sportscaster have a friendly rivalry.
“Now, this is live television, and because I put personality
into my forecast you don’t [consider] every word [in advance],
although we ought to,” Coleman said. “Ask anyone that knows
me, I’m not the kind of person to suggest any kind of racial slur.”
Lopez, who has a Ph.D. in American history and teaches
Chicano studies at Chaffey Community College in Rancho
Cucamonga, Calif., was angered by the remark and e-mailed his
concerns to his friends, a large group of Hispanics, Asians and
African-Americans. Lopez also allegedly sent a complaint to
KNBC personnel demanding an on air apology.
Coleman refuses to apologize on air.
“I’m not going to do an on air apology, it was innocent,”
Coleman said. “It will just reopen the wound and offend others
who weren’t even aware of the remark to begin with.”
Coleman added that an on air apology would be appropriate
if the remark was of a serious nature and an obvious racial slur.
According to Coleman, there has not been a complaint about the
situation submitted by anyone, including Lopez. Coleman
claims that nobody at the station has received any concerns from
Lopez about the statement.
“He’s trying to respond by representing the entire Latino
community and that’s nobody’s responsibility,” Coleman said.
“In my personal opinion it’s an over reaction.”
When asked if Lopez received any feedback or a formal
apology after he submitted a complaint, he claimed that all he got
was a response telling him the e-mail would be forwarded to the
appropriate KNBC officials.
“Sending an e-mail seems small, but I think this matter merits attention, and we have to respond in a very intelligent manner,” said Lopez, who plans to contact companies that advertise
with KNBC. “These are the things we have to think about strategically.”
According to Lopez, Latinos have a strong buying power
and boycotting stores that advertise with KNBC is a strategic
way of handling the situation.

“We need to target one or two of the advertisers and boycott
them, and demand that they withdraw their advertising,” Lopez
said. “We need to attack people in their pocketbooks when they
are being racist.”
Coleman said this was the first time KNBC had heard of
anyone being offended by the remark.
“I’ll be glad to apologize to Mr. Lopez over the phone, if
there is a complaint, I will respond to it,” said Coleman, who
would like to speak personally with Lopez.
Lopez and his wife, who have still yet to hear from anyone
at the station regarding an apology, advise that minorities should
not allow these racial attacks, large or small, to go by unnoticed,
but instead be dealt with accordingly every time they happen.
“We have to demand accountability and decent treatment,
and when people act in a racist way, we have to demand a loud
and unequivocal public apology,” Lopez said. “And in the words
of Sam Gompers, ‘Reward our friends, punish our enemies.’”

Words to watch for:

*
*
*

Slur/Race/Meaning
Mojo/Hispanics/Normally used among
Hispanics toward other Hispanics. Mojo
derives from mojado meaning "wet" i.e. wetbacks.
Wanker/British/Implies that the addresser is
accusing the addressee of self-gratification.
Fuji/Japanese/Japanese tourists tend to
wear cameras and take pictures at any given
moment. Mount Fuji is a mountain in
Japan, and the word is the name of a film
brand.
Source: www.rsdb.org
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California, Santa Barbara (UCSB) caught the
eye of Monica Davis from the University
Bookstore who read an article in a college magazine. The tradition is having each graduate
wear a stole around their neck at the graduation
ceremony, and once the diplomas have been
given out, the graduate approaches a faculty
member, parent, relative, or friend that helped
them get through college. The stole is given as a
gift to say thank you for any help given during
the graduate’s academic career. UCSB calls it
“The Stole of Gratitude.”
Lynda Lopez, public affairs specialist with
the office of the president, explained that
Cardenas had been searching for something special to do at December’s graduation, which
would be her first graduation ceremony as president of UTPA.
“Students from UTPA are not the typical
college graduate, the ceremony’s here are very
emotional,” Lopez said. “Kids here have hurdles other kids don’t have, that’s why graduation
here is so much more special.”
The biggest concern about the graduation
stoles is the issue of cost, according to Lopez.
“We don’t want to burden [students] with
any more cost,” Lopez explained. “The underlying idea is beautiful, there was an interest, but
concern about cost.”
According to Davis, the stoles were listed
in a magazine at the price of $19.95. Lopez said
the office of the president is working on getting
the cost lowered to about $15. Eventually,
Lopez said, Cardenas would like to make the
stole a part of a graduation packet.
“We think the graduates will embrace it,”
Lopez said. “It’s not mandatory, but I think

when they see them they will be inspired to get
one because they’re beautiful and they look
attractive with the gown.”
The sample stole circulating around the
University Bookstore and the office of the president is green with orange trim. The left side has
the letters “UTPA” and the right side of the sample has the year “2005,” but Lopez said the actual right side of the stole will have the presidential seal.
Kinesiology major Cande Rivera is graduating in December and finds “The Stole of
Gratitude a nice way to thank loved ones.”
“That’s pretty cool,” Rivera said of the
president’s idea. “It’s a good way of thanking
someone in front of everyone. It’s a great way to
say ‘thank you for that help.’”
Rivera was among the dozens of UTPA
seniors that began to purchase their cap and
gown last week as the University Bookstore
began its graduation sale.
“I bought that thank you certificate for my
parents,” Rivera said. “I plan to buy one of those
stole’s, too.”
Davis said the idea of the stoles seemed
like the perfect way to welcome a new president
with new ideas.
“What a better time to start a new tradition
than with a new president,” Davis said. “We’re
really excited about it, it’s a nice tradition to start
at the university. I think it will be well received
by the students."
Cardenas along with 20 UTPA administrators and faculty will be traveling to Ciudad
Victoria, Tamulipas, Mexico (UATCV) to visit
with administrators at Universidad Autonoma
de Tamulipas, Ciudad Victoria to create stronger

ties with the university in order to arrange student exchange programs as well as faculty
exchanges. Dean of the College of Business
Administration, John Emery, explained his role
in the trip.
“Having met many officials and faculty
from their school last year, this return visit gives
us an opportunity to follow-up and expand upon
our earlier discussions,” Emery said.
“Interaction with our Ph.D. program, faculty
exchanges and joint research efforts, economic
development, and similar topics were discussed
before and may be productive areas for discourse.”
According to Emery the two-day trip, Nov.
10 - 11, will consist mainly of meetings with
administrators and said that he has seen the joint
efforts of two universities work well.
“Several joint research projects and coauthorship already exist with this school,”
Emery said. “We look for many more in the
future. Also, I’ve seen arrangements work with
schools in Russia and Eastern Europe while
with another university...it is important that we
establish and maintain close working relationships with our neighboring universities.”
UTPA Provost Rodolfo Arevalo said
Cardenas’ appearance at UATCV is vital to the
trip.
“The president is going there to discuss
potential and continued articulation agreements
with the Universidad Autonoma de Tamulipas,
which is eight campuses in that system, and the
president will be signing a collaborative agreement with them,” Arevalo said.
The agreement, according to Arevalo, will
state that both universities will begin to look at

curriculum development between each other, as
well as develop student and faculty exchange
programs and research possibilities.
UTPA also has collaborative agreements
with a university in South America and several
other universities in Mexico.

ARIAS

continued from page 1

who were able to choose who they could
have as a Distinguished Speaker. According
to Smith, trying to find a speaker who could
meet the expectations of the students and the
budget the university could afford was a
major task.
But why did the students choose Arias?
“We live along a border, full of small
and big tensions, which at anytime could
erupt into conflict,” Llanes said. “Our future
depends on being able to approach each
other in peace -as we have in the recent pastand offer collaboration and build important
reasons for retaining this peace.”
The changes the border is seeing can
mirror the issues the nation and world are
tackling as well. UTPA is committed to
bringing news from the world to the students with events like International Week,
which will be held next week from Nov. 1518.
“The International Week which begins
with Dr. Arias speech, is devoted to Peace,
two exhibits on campus celebrate Peace and
there will be a dozen speakers who will
explore the many dimensions of Peace and
Conflict Resolution,” Llanes said.
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Despite the generalizations of why
people commit domestic violence, Beverly
hopes that the students who take the class
will understand that the nature of a human
and their experiences is not only what
causes abusive behavior.
“For example, there are a whole lot of
folks that are exposed to domestic violence
that do not commit domestic violence,” he
said. “So am I going to tell my students that
if you are a survivor of domestic violence
you are going to commit it? No. But we are
going to talk critically about the data
related to it. We are also going to talk about
things like a person’s pre-disposition to
domestic violence probably more so as a
matter of their previous behavior versus
their upbringing.”
Beverly has spent a number of years
training people in Virginia and helped
write some of the curriculum for the
counseling offered there.
“I have spent a number of years doing

that in Virginia and also to the point where
I was actually training the people who
were doing the counseling,” he said. “I
helped write part of the curriculum for
doing domestic violence counseling in
Virginia, which Virginia is very similar to
Texas legally.”
Beverly feels this type of course will
educate people who have not come faceto-face with domestic violence. He
believes his own experience in the field
will bring a certain reference to the class,
and help people understand both sides to
the abuse.
“I have spent many years, over a decade
treating survivors and victims of domestic
violence and that includes spouses, male
and female, lovers, but more importantly it
includes children who have lived with it,”
Beverly said. “I’ve also spent a few years
working with perpetrators, perpetrators are
referred by the courts to domestic violence
groups or individual counseling.”

TOASTMASTERS

Page 12
continued from page 4

department also proposed a new major in French
studies this October. The French studies major will
consist of 30 credit hours in French and six hours
from another department.
“The student reaction to French major has been
exceptional,” Behar said. “In a survey we conducted
a few months ago, a large number of students said
they would be interested in majoring in French and
nearly everyone agreed that UTPA should offer a
B.A. in French.”
Currently, the modern languages department has a
24-credit-hour minor in French that comes with a
teacher certification. The minor includes basic
language classes, two composition courses and
advanced French literature classes. There are also
several study abroad programs in Canada and France
that students can participate in to sharpen their
French.
The French major is beneficial for students
interested in education, since the need for French

teachers in the Valley is high.
“We discovered that 3,000 students are studying
French at Rio Grande Valley high schools,” Behar
said. “We need good and well prepared teachers to
meet this demand.”
Chinese and Portuguese language courses are also
being developed. Currently, the department is
working with universities in China to offer study
abroad programs and is being assisted by Yong Lang,
an English professor at UTPA. Lang also plans on
teaching courses in Chinese.
While the Portuguese courses are further in the
future, the modern languages department is currently
developing a position for somebody to teach cultural
studies in Brazil and plans to collaborate with
Brazilian universities to form study abroad programs.
“We’re trying to produce a more competitive
workforce, Martinez said. “We want our students to
know more languages and be more multi-cultural We
want students more ready to face the 21st century.”

continued from page 4

engineering major. Conde has been a member of the Grande
Evening club for about four months. From a very young age,
he would accompany his father to the Toastmaster meetings
in Mexico. His father has been a member of Toastmasters in
Mexico for 15 years.
Conde was one of the chosen to speak during table topics.
Even though his first language is Spanish, he was still a bit
nervous and stiff when he had to go to the podium to speak.
“You’re always going to have butterflies fluttering in your

stomach. Toastmaster teaches you how to make them fly in
formation,” said Gloria Calderon, Grande Evening club
president and International Toastmasters area governor.
Calderon has been a member of Toastmasters for two years.
Calderon has also worked for the social security
administration as a technical expert.
The club meetings are open to the public. Meetings can
have as many as 30 attendees or as few as five.
“You’ll find people of all walks of life here,” Hodges said.

Students, professors, business people and housewives are
amongst the different people that you meet at the meetings,
added Hodges. Each individual leaves the meetings with a
stronger sense of security and confidence. Nobody in that
meeting is a professional public speaker nor can they speak
perfect Spanish. However, together they learn from each
other’s mistakes and help each other grow.
“It’s not just about public speaking but communication
overall,” Hodges said.
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FOR THE RECORD
UTPA SPORTS

NFL
Week 9

Basketball
Men’s Boxes

Sunday, Nov. 7
Buffalo 22, N.Y. Jets 17
Washington 17, Detroit 10
Arizona 24, Miami 23

UTPA

The University of Texas-Pan American men’s basketball
three-man scramble golf tournament is set to take place on
Nov. 13 at Los Lagos Golf Club in Edinburg. Registration and
check-in begins at 7:30 a.m. with the action beginning at 8:30
a.m.
The cost of entry into this tournament is $80 per person.
This fundraiser is intended to raise money for the fifth-year
Bronc Basketball Scholarship Fund and general fund.
However, most of the entry fees will go to paying for the use of
the golf course, carts and lunches. Prizes will be presented to
the top place three-man teams.

Bobby Cox and Buck Showalter
named managers of the year
Major League Baseball managers Bobby Cox and Buck
Showalter were announced National league (NL) and American
league (AL) managers of the year on Wednesday.
Atlanta Braves manager Cox was honored with the award for
leading his squad to its thirteenth straight division title. Many
doubted his team’s chances at the beginning of the season
because of the ace pitcher Greg Maddux, and sluggers Gary
Sheffield, Javy Lopez and Vinny Castillo.
The Braves were 33-39 half way through the season when they
went on a 63-27 run to finish 10 games ahead of the second place
Phillies in the NL East. Cox received 140 votes, and the nearest
was St. Louis manager Tony La Russa with 62, then Jim Tracy of
the Los Angeles Dodgers in third with 52.
Cox is the only manager to be voted manager of the year in
both leagues. He was voted AL manager of the year while in
Toronto in 1985, and NL award recipient with the Braves in 1991,
this time was the first time since they started the divisional title
streak.
The 2004 AL Manager of the Year award went to Buck
Showalter who turned around an organization that was ruled out
after losing their franchise player Alex Rodriquez to the New York
Yankees. The ranger’s team finished the last four seasons without
MVP Alex Rodriguez, and many doubted they would finish anywhere but last.
This past season the Ranger’s finished in third place in Al West,
just three games out of first. This season the Ranger’s went 8973, that was the most wins since their 1999 season.

Clemens wins seventh Cy Young
Roger Clemens won his seventh Cy Young Award on Tuesday,
this last award puts him in a league of his own, as he is the oldest
winner of the award in MLB history.
This past season “The Rocket” decided to reverse his decision
to retire and came back to play with the Houston Astros. He led
the Astros to just one he 32 votes, and game shy of making the
World Series, losing to the St. Louis Cardinals.
The 42-year-old finished in a decisive first place with 23 of 32
votes, and runner-up went to Arizona’s pitcher Randy Johnson
who only received eight votes. Clemens started the season with
nine straight wins, and finished the 2004 season 18-4.
Clemens recorded three Cy Youngs with Boston (1986-87,
1991), two with Toronto (1997-98), and one with the Yankees
(2001).
The big question that all Astros fans are asking is whether or not
he will return for another season or finally decide to retire from the
game. When asked by reporters in Japan whether he was going
to return or not, “The Rocket” said that he considered himself 99.9
percent retired, but then again he said that same thing last year.

FG

FT Reb

min M-A M-A O-T A

Pts

Guin

30

7

11

min M-A M-A O-T A Pts

Reed.

31 3-12 1-1

0-1 0

8

25 2-11 2-4

4-13 3

UTPA
FG

Tampa Bay 34, Kansas City 31
Cincinnati 26, Dallas 3

UTPA 58, St. Mary’s 56

UTPA 96, Regiomontana 62

Pttsburgh 27, Philadelphia 3

UTPA men’s basketball set to host
golf tournament this weekend

Basketball
Women’s Boxes

FT

Reb

4-10 0-1

2-3

East

28 6-9

0-1

3-5

1 12

Daniel

Oakland 27, Carolina 24

Montalvo

21

4-7 4-4

1-2

4 13

Montaque 34 5-7

0-0

1-4

1

13

San Diego 43, New Orleans 17

Sanchez

25 6-10 0-0

1-3

6 16

Schamel 16

3-9

0-0

0-1

1

6

Berry

19 4-7 0-0

0-2

3 11

Wilson

5

0-0

0-0

0-0

0

0

7-17 1 11

Roberts

2

0-0

0-0

0-0

1

0
0

Seattle 42, San Francisco 27
Chicago 28, N.Y. Giants 21

Gedminas 26 5-10 1-2

6

Shankle

11

2-6

0-0

0-0

0

6

Piwonka

9

0-3

0-0

1-1

1

Fagan

13

3-5

2-3

2-4

3

8

Pierce

9

0-5

2-2

0-2

0

2

Castillo

13

3-6

0-0

0-2

0

4

Dawnne

12 2-2

0-0

1-1

0

4

Trader

10

2-3

0-0

0-2

0

4

Kneer

1 1-1

0-0

0-1 0

2

Lange

11

2-3

0-0

2-4

0

4

Ramirez

4 0-1

0-0

0-0 1

0

Monday, Nov. 8

Puente

12

0-3

0-0

1-2

4 0

Arriola

3

0-0

0-0

0-1 1

0

Indianapolis 31, Minnesota 28

Sanders

9

1-5

0-0

1-2

1 2

Gooden

19

3-5

0-0

1-3

6

Wells

1

0-0

0-0

1-1

0 0

totals

200 23-66 5-8 13-35 18 58

1

0-2

0-0

0-0

0 0

Percentages: FG .348, FT .625. 3-Point

Denver 31, Houston 13
New England 40, St. Louis 22
Baltimore 27, Cleveland 13

Week 10

Buck

Sunday, Nov. 14

totals

200 38-76 7-10 18-49 23 96

2

goals: 7-16, .438 (Guin 3-7, Reed 1-4,

Percentages: FG .500, FT .700. 3-Point

Montaque 3-5). Blocked shots: 4 (Reed 1,

goals: 13-28, .464 (Montalvo 1-3,

Daniel 2, Gooden 1). Turnovers: 15 (Guin

Sanchez 4-6, Berry 3-5, Shankle 2-5,

3, Reed 2, Daniel 2, Montaque 2,

Castillo 3-5). Blocked shots: 1 (Berry 1).

Schamel 2, Wilson 1, Pierce 1, Kneer 1,

Turnovers: 20 (East 2, Montalvo 4, Berry

Arriola 1). Steals: 13 (Guin 3, Reed 2,

Tampa Bay at Atlanta, Noon

3, Gedminas 5, Sanders 1, Fagan 3,

Daniel 2, Montaque 1, Schamel 3,

Chicago at Tennessee, Noon

Castillo 1, Trader 1). Steals: 10 (Montalvo

Dawnne 1, Ramirez 1). Personal Fouls:

Seattle at St. Louis, Noon

3, Berry 1, Puente 2, Sanders 1, Shankle

18 (Guin 1, Daniel 2, Motaque 1, Schamel

Baltimore at N.Y. Jets, Noon

2, Castillo 1). Personal Fouls: 23 (East 2,

3, Roberts 1, Pierce 2, Dawnne 2,

Montalvo 3, Berry 3, Gedminas 3, Puente

Ramirez 1, Arriola 1, Gooden 4).

2, Sanders 1, Wells 1, Shankle 1, Fagan

UTPA.............

3, Trader 4).

St. Mary’s..............24 32 - 56

Kansas City at New Orleans, Noon
Detroit at Jacksonville, Noon
Houston at Indianapolis, Noon
Pittsburgh at Cleveland, Noon

Cincinnati at Washington, 3:05 p.m.
Carolina at San Francisco, 3:15 p.m.
Minnesota at Green Bay, 3:15 p.m.
N.Y. Giants at Arizona, 3:15 p.m.

UTPA.............

51 45 - 96

RGV FOOTBALL

RegioMontana......23 39 - 62

Buffalo at New England, 7:30 p.m.

Men’s Boxes

Week 10
Thursday, Nov. 4

UTPA 78, ITESM 43

District 31-5A
PSJA High 20, Edinburg North 16

Monday, Nov. 1
Philadelphia at Dallas, 8 p.m.
Note: All times central standard time

34 24 - 58

UTPA
FG

College Football
BCS STANDINGS
NOV.

9, 2004

1. USC
2. OKLAHOMA
3. AUBURN
4. CALIFORNIA
5. WISCONSIN
6. TEXAS
7. UTAH
8. GEORGIA
9. MICHIGAN
10. BOISE STATE
11. VIRGINIA
12. FLORIDA STATE
13. WEST VIRGINIA
14. LOUISVILLE
15. TENNESSEE
16. ARIZONA STATE
17. MIAMI
18. VIRGINIA TECH
19. LSU
20. IOWA
21. TEXAS A&M
22. OKLAHOMA STATE
23. BOSTON COLLEGE
24. UTEP
25. NOTRE DAME

FT

HJKGHJK

Reb

min M-A M-A O-T A Pts
East.

26 5-10 0-0 3-14 0 11

Montalvo

20 0-3

4-4

0-1

4

4

Sanchez

28 2-9 0-0

0-3

6

5

Berry

20 5-7 2-2

4-6

0 14

Gedminas 24 4-6 3-4 2-13 0 11
Shankle

0-0 0-0

0-0

1

Fagan

24 5-10 4-6

2

3-4

0 16

Castillo

13

0-1

0 11

Trader

11 1-1

0-0 0-2

0 2

Lange

18 0-1

0-0 0-2

0 0

Puente

11 0-2

2-2 0-1

2 2

Sanders

3

0-1 0-1

0 2

3-6 2-2

1-1

0

Wells

0+

0-1 0-0 0-0

0 0

Buck

0+

0-0 0-0 0-1

0 0

totals

District 32-4A
Brownsville Lopez 35, Roma 21
Edcouch-Elsa 29, PSJA Memorial 22

Friday, Nov. 5
District 30-5A
La Joya 28, Rio Grande City 14
McAllen Rowe 45, McAllen High 28
District 31-5A
Donna 24, Edinburg High 14
PSJA North 10, Edinburg Economedes 7
District 32-5A
San Benito 48, Brownsville Porter 7
Brownsville Rivera 33, Los Fresnos 27
Harlingen High 42, Harlingen South 26
District 32-4A
Weslaco East 28, Mercedes 15
Mission High 17, Mission Veterans 14

200 38-76 7-10 18-49 23 96

Percentages: FG .456, FT .810, 3-Point
goals: 9-23, .391 (East 1-2, Montalvo 0-1,
Sanchez 1-6, Fagan 2-4, Puente 0-2,
Berry 2-2, Castillo 3-6). Turnovers: 24
(East 1, Montalvo 3, Sanchez 3, Fagan 5,

District 32-3A
Lyford 21, Hidalgo 7
La Feria 29, Raymondville 14
Port Isabel 55, Progreso 7
District 32-2A
Santa Rosa 27, La Villa 20

Gedminas 4, Berry 4, Castillo 3, Lange 1).
Steals: 4 (East 1, Fagan 1,Puente 1,
Berry 1 ). Personal Fouls: 15 (East 2,
Montalvo 1, Sanchez 1, Fagan 1,

Saturday, Nov. 6
District 30-5A
Sharyland at McAllen Memorial

Gedminas 4, Puente 1, Berry 1, Castillo 2
Trader 2).

District 32-5A
Brownsville Hanna at Brownsville Pace

UTPA......................40 38 - 78
ITESM....................18 25 - 43

Note: Playoff Schedule on page 14
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With season’s conclusion playoff picture unfolds
By JACOB ALEGRIA
The Pan American
Before the regular season ended last
weekend, some teams were unsure of
their playoff futures. Some have already
packed up their equipment others are
going back to the practice field. Others
move on.
All of the playoff matchups have been
set and all of the playoff teams have
prepared all week for the big test Friday
night in the second season of Texas high
school football. The Rio Grande Valley
has over a dozen teams in the playoffs
and there are going to be many great
games all over the Valley and across the
rest of the state.
Some Valley teams are expected to be
very competitive this year in the playoffs,
among them are undefeated EdcouchElsa and San Benito, both of whom
cruised through much of the season. The
Yellowjackets (10-0) take their unbeaten
record and No.8 state ranking up to Alice
where they will face a familiar Class 4A
foe in Corpus Christi Calallen. E-E is
coming off its toughest win of the season
last week against the PSJA Memorial
Wolverines, a 29-22 victory. The Jackets
have coasted through much of the regular
season, beating opponents by an average
of over 40 points.
However, they aren’t the only unbeaten
Valley team; the San Benito Greyhounds
are on the road this week and will face
the P-SJ-A North Raiders in a Class 5A
Division II bi-district game. The
Greyhounds have rolled past much of the
competition in the Valley and are
expected to run past the Raiders, who
managed to make the playoffs after
knocking off the Economedes Jaguars
10-7 last week.
Other teams making the playoffs this
year are Donna, Edinburg, La Joya,
McAllen Rowe and Sharyland to name a
few. Donna and Edinburg come off a
physical game that featured high stakes
including a district title and a playoff
spot. The Redskins managed to pull out a
victory earning them a playoff spot and
gave them a co-district championship
from 31-5A.
Donna will be on the road this week as
well as they now turn around and face
another tradition rich power in the
Harlingen Cardinals, who earned the
second playoff spot in district 32-5A
behind San Benito. This contest figures
to be one of the best in the Valley, pitting
a surging Donna team against a highpowered Cardinal offense. The Redskins
have been in the playoffs for two weeks,
at least according to Donna coach David
Evans
“We had our backs against the wall last
week and this week it isn’t any
different,” said Evans.
On the other hand the Edinburg
Bobcats are trying to shake off a tough
loss at home against Donna.The Bobcats

host the Brownsville Pace Vikings, who
are coming off a big victory that put them
in the playoffs and knocked out the
Rivera Raiders.
Edinburg coach Robert Vela is taking
full credit for last week and is out to fix
things this week.
“I did a terrible job in preparing last
week and I take responsibility for last
week,” said Vela.
This week the “Cats” will be at home
for the showdown against the Vikings
and they’re hoping to turn things around.
They will need to if they plan on moving
on in the state playoffs. The Bobcat
offense will surely need to be at its best,
because it will face a stellar Viking
defense and a well balanced offense that
can light up the scoreboard. Vela will not
allow his team to roll over this week.
After all this is nothing new for him.
“We have had some tremendous
practices so far and I expect these kids to
be ready,” said Vela, a veteran coach with
over 10 playoff trips behind him at
Edcouch-Elsa and Edinburg.
Another team making the playoffs yet
again is the La Joya Coyotes, who had an
8-2 overall record and were the district
champions in 30-5A. The Coyotes will be
at home for the first round of the
playoffs, as they host Laredo United. La
Joya enters the game on a six-game
winning streak that dates back to Sept. 6.
Although the Coyotes struggled in the
first half against Rio Grande City, after
being down by 14 points they scored 28
unanswered points to put away the
Rattlers.
In the Lower Valley, who can forget the
Port Isabel Tarpons, who finished the
regular season with a 9-1 overall record.
The Tarpons’ only loss came in the
season opener against Los Fresnos Aug.
27 and it was a 16-13 loss against a 5A
opponent. Port Isabel will face Orange
Grove at home and is likely to run right
past them. Orange Grove comes in with
a 4-6 overall mark.
The playoffs are always exciting and
this season figures to be no different;
after all this is a win-or-go-home deal.
“Losers stay home and winners go on
to the next week,” said Vela.
It is also considered to be a privilege
for some to participate in the playoffs
and many forget that sometimes good
teams are left out in the cold.
Brownsville Rivera finished the season
with an 8-2 overall record, but didn’t
qualify for the playoffs after losing two
district games. Other teams squeaked in
and value the opportunity of playing in
the playoffs.
“We have the privilege of playing in
the playoffs,” said Evans.
However, in the second season
anything can happen.
“We could be playing for one, two or
three weeks and maybe even a state
title,” said Evans.

Class 3A Div. 1
La Feria (6-2) vs Zapata
(9-0) @
Mission’s Tom Landry
Stadium7:30 p.m. Friday
Class 3A Div. 2
Orange Grove (4-6) @
Port Isabel (9-1) 7:30 p.m.
Friday
Lyford (7-3) @
CC West Oso (4-6) 7:30
p.m. Friday
Class 4A Div. 1
CC Flour Bluff (8-2) @
PSJA Memorial (4-6)
7 p.m. Saturday

Class 4A Div. 2
Edcouch Elsa (10-0) vs CC
Calallen @
Alice (7-3) 7:30 p.m. Friday
Mission Veterans (8-2) @
Gregory Portland (10-0)
7:30 p.m. Friday
Class 5A Div. 1
Laredo United (7-3) @
La Joya (8-2) 7:30 p.m.
Friday
Donna (6-4) @
Harlingen (8-2) 7:30 p.m.
Friday

Class 5A Div. 2
Brownsville Pace (8-2) @
Edinburg (6-4)
7:30 p.m. Friday
San Benito (10-0) @
PSJA North (7-3)
7:30 p.m. Friday
Sharyland (6-4) @
Laredo Nixon (8-2)
7:30 p.m. Friday
McAllen Rowe (6-4) @
Laredo Alexander (5-5)
7:30 p.m. Friday
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Women’s golf, caps fall season victoriously
By ROY RAMIREZ
The Pan American
The final tournament of the fall golf season, The
Lady Bronc Classic, was held this week at Los
Lagos Golf Club in Edinburg. The seven-school,
two-day tournament was held on Nov. 8 and 9. The
Lady Broncs finished in top form on the first day of
action, breaking a team record by shooting under
300 for the first time ever in program history, and
finally taking the tournament on an 11-stroke lead
over North Texas on Tuesday. This also marks the
first time the Lady Broncs have had consecutive
tournament wins.
On Tuesday morning, the women looked
confident and relaxed while taking practice swings
on the driving range right before tee-off.
“We feel strong… I smell victory in the air.” said
Coach Barb Odale as she joked with the team before
tee-off.
In the off season Odale set out specific goals for
her squad. The first was to break the 300 mark this
season and the second was to get three tournament
wins. Odale and her team realized one of those goals
on the first day of competition when the team shot a
combined score of 299, and later came close to
reaching the second goal by winning first ever backto-back tournament wins.
Junior Stefanie Maynard was the standout in this
tournament, recording her fourth career individual
Marcos Cervantes/The Pan American
title eliminating Andra Lancaster of North Texas in
the sudden death round. Maynard shot a 72 and a
TAKING CHARGE - Junior Nikki Boychuck chips onto the green at the Lady
74 on Monday and was in a tie for first on Tuesday
Bronc Classic at Los Lagos Golf Club earlier this week.

after a shooting a 76 on 18 holes. Maynard defeated
Lancaster on the third hole of sudden death by
sinking a five-foot put for par.
“We play a lot on this course and we know it very
well, we should finish strong here,” said Nikki
Boychuk, junior out of Conroe, Texas. Boychuk
finished seventh overall but helped put UTPA over
the top with a final score of 229. This is Boychuk’s
fourth career top-ten finish.
Falling in line with their teammates, the rest of
the team also recorded notable finishes.
Daniela Cortes, junior out of Aguascalientes,
Mexico, shot a 231 overall and finished in the top 15
for the fifth time in a row going back to last season.
Sophomore Elizabeth Rodriguez out of
Kingsville shot a 234 while her teammate, senior
Crystal Frazier from Coolidge, Texas shot a 235 to
finish up the 13th and 14th hole.
This is also the first tournament since the
National Minority Golf Championship which
occurred in May in Port St. Lucie, Fl. where all
players have placed in the top 15.
Coach Odale was pleased with the results of this
the last of tournament of the season,
“I am really proud of this group. We didn’t start
off real well but our girls responded as a team.” said
coach Odale on College sports online about the
Lady Broncs, “As a team, we have looked strong all
year.”
Looking ahead to next semester, the Lady Broncs
open up the spring season on Feb. 28 and March 1
in Bryan, Texas for the Mo-Morial Invitational.

Bronc setter to begin Championship roarin’
Karen Lyons and team set to bring home Independent Championship crown
By DARYL GONZALES
The Pan American
Valley native Karen Lyons (McAllen,TX/McAllen
Memorial) has been very consistent over the past two
volleyball seasons, contributing 656 assists to lead her
team last season. This year she has over 600 assists to
lead her team and is looking to contribute more as the
Lady Broncs enter the final tournament of the season.
During her days at McAllen Memorial High School
she was named first team all-district during her senior
year. Now at UTPA, she is averaging just a little over
seven assists a game. The sophomore credits many for
her success, but most of the credit goes to her family,
who attends most home games at the UTPA
Fieldhouse.
“It helps when they’re there, they always cheer me
on,” said Lyons, a libero. “It’s always nice to see
people in the crowd, especially when they’re there for
you.”
Lyons found her way into the UTPA record books
with her steady performance last year. She currently
sits ninth on the all-time assist leader board for a
single season, but more is expected from this young
and rising force.
“I just want to keep playing and try my hardest,”
Lyons said.
The win-loss record doesn’t always show the whole
picture of a team; it’s been a season that hasn’t really
gone the Lady Broncs way. There is more to this team
that meets the eye. Lyons said that other than her
coaches giving her encouragement, it is “Cathi” who

has always been the one to look up to. Lyons says that
Cathi Netemeyer has always helped her out.
“No matter what, she always wants to play,” Lyons
said. “Any time I’m down on or off the court, she’ll
come to me and tell me that everyone needs me out
there.”
Lyons and the rest of the Lady Broncs excitedly
await this weekend’s final tournament in the La Quinta
Independent Championships in Orem, Utah, Nov. 1113. Coach Dave Thorn said that he expects everyone,
especially the seniors, to help out and bring home the
crown.
“I’m hoping for big games from them,” Thorn said.
“So I expect them to step it up this weekend.”
This tournament will be a closing for some seniors
on the squad that have been key players in the past.
Thorn anticipates great performances from his seniors
at this final tournament. He says that he doesn’t want
to accept anything but first place.
“Cathi Netemeyer has been playing great through
the halfway point in the season,” Coach Thorn said.
“Winker [Cruz, of Harlingen South H.S. fame] is
starting to round back into shape.”
This weekend, most of the teams the Lady Broncs
will face are ones they have played earlier in the
season. Thorn said that his team should have some
clue as to what to expect, saying that even though they
fell to some of these teams, this time around is
Delisa Guadarrama/The Pan American
different.
“We were missing a few key players then,” Thorn
READY - Sophomore Karen Lyons and the volleyball squad travel to
said. “I like our chances against them.
Orem, Utah for the La Quinta Independent Championship on Saturday.
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Ex-Baylor Coach Teaff
brings positive message

Big start for Bronc hoops

By JOEY HINOJOSA
The Pan American

By JOEY GOMEZ
The Pan American

HARLINGEN - On Monday evening the Rio Grande
Valley Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA) presented its inaugural fall “Continuing The Influence”
banquet.
The keynote speaker of the event was Grant Teaff,
former Baylor University head football coach, and
current executive director of the American Football
Coaches Association (AFCA).
Teaff has been working with the FCA for over 40
years. He spoke to a room full of students, teachers,
and FCA volunteers Monday night, encouraging them
to stay active in their groups. He also wanted them to
realize that they can impact their communities in positive ways.
Several students from the Lower Rio Grande Valley
FCA affiliations shared some inspiring stories about
their involvement with the organization. The former
Baylor coach was pleased to hear these young people
taking part in the FCA ministry.
“That is the joy of investing time in the FCA,” said
Teaff. “[Those students] ‘get it,’ and that’s why we are
here tonight. My question to you is, ‘do you get it?’”
Teaff shared some examples that he hoped would
help them “get it.” The instances included Biblical
scriptures, family anecdotes, and references to his
days coaching college football.
One of the important points Teaff wanted to get
across is that not everyone has to reach people by the
millions. Instead, he encouraged people to stay active
in their schools and communities.
The personal and touching speech from the decadelong executive director of the AFCA ended with the
audience giving a roaring applause of appreciation.
During Teaff’s time at Baylor he led the Bears to a
128-105-6 record. This resulted in a .548 winning percentage at BU, eight bowl game appearances, and two
Southwest Conference championships.
The AFCA is an 82-year-old organization that lists
high school, college, and professional coaches as
members. However, the group focuses mainly on college athletics. The association is responsible for the
ADT National Championship Trophy that goes to the
winner of the college football national championship
game each year, the Coaches’ Poll, and the Coach of
the Year award.
“Basically, I guess you could say if it has to do with
college football it comes through our office,” said
Teaff.
The 2001 College Football Hall of Fame inductee
said he is satisfied with his 30 seasons of coaching
college football, but said he continues to coach today.
“You know that’s what I do all day, every day,”
said Teaff. “We have 12,000 coaches in our association and that’s what I just do all day. Honestly, growing up all I ever wanted to do was coach.”
Teaff said he is most proud of his work in collegiate
athletes’ health care. For two years now, new spring
training procedures have helped improve the lives of
players and greatly reduced the number of injuries,
according to Teaff. He also feels that it is important
for the athletes to remain college students as well.
“We’ve been heavily involved in student welfare,
which refers to their safety and also the time that they
have (outside football),” said Teaff. “We’ve been able
to limit the time they spend in football, so that they
can be students more.”

Last weekend, the UTPA men’s and women’s basketball teams pulled off early wins in exhibition play
that enabled both Bronc teams to start with good
momentum right out of the preseason.
Men’s roundball began on Saturday, Nov. 6, with
UTPA defeating Monterrey Tech 78-43. The Broncs
entered the contest with a unique lineup of freshmen
and seniors combining first-game jitters, energy and
enthusiasm, balanced with the experience of its
seven returning veterans.
Senior Chris Fagan finished with a game-high 16
points and second year forward Matt Berry scored 14
points (5-7) and shot (2-2) three-point goals. Senior
center Alvaidas Gedminas finished with 13
rebounds, 11 defensively, and contributed 11 points
including 4-6 shots from the floor and 3-4 attempts
from the free-throw line. Senior Ray Castillo, added
11 points.
“The first game I thought we set out to do the
things we wanted to do,” Head Coach Robert
Davenport said. “ [For] the second game we did
some teaching over the weekend over the things we
needed to work on and improve.”
In game two, Sergio Sanchez led the revolution
with 16 total points, four goals behind the arc, and
team high six assists, to crush Universidad
Regiomontana 96-62. As a result, the Jaguars only
came within 32 points of the Bronc’s lead.
UTPA was able to increase their lead to a margin
of 26 points with 10 minutes remaining in the first
period. The Broncs took a 51-23 lead at the half.
Gedminas finished with a game high of 17
rebounds, and 11 points, padding a stellar 30 rebound
exhibition-game-total averaging 15.0 boards per
game. Berry added 11 points, and Derrick East ended

the game with 12 (6-9), Fagan added eight points
with four rebounds and three assists. Eric
Montalvo completed 13 points with four
assists, three steals, and two rebounds.
The Lady Broncs held on against b-ball
powerhouse St. Mary’s University until
the final buzzer squeezing by St. Mary’s
58-56.
In what seemed to be a war for the
lead,UTPA found themselves behind
by 11 points at the start of the game
before engaging in a dead-heat
with St. Mary’s Juliette
Williams fighting UTPA in the
paint and tied at 49 with less
than five minutes in the game.
Junior guard Dominque
Montague led UTPA with 13
points.It was Montague’s
rebound and last second putback after freshman guard
Kathy Guin’s last three-point
attempt that gave UTPA the
win.
“We have an abundance of
new talent,” Head Coach Deann
Craft said. “[We have] a lot of
new faces that people are going to
recognize because they’re going to
be playing a lot of minutes.”
The Lady Broncs begin the season
at the Marshall Thundering Herd
Tournament in Hunington, WV on Nov.
19. The UTPA men’s team begins season
play on Nov. 23 against Texas A&M
International at the Edinburg Fieldhouse.
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PICTURED- Freshman Thomas Sanders

Cross country races to regionals

By DARYL GONZALES
The Pan American

The men’s and women’s runners traveled to
Corpus Christi where they competed in the
Independent Championships, and they all finished with high enough marks to qualify for
the regional championships Nov. 13 in Waco.
This past weekend couldn’t have finished
any better for junior Hector Gandara
(Mission, TX/Pratt Community College) as
he placed first at the Independent
Championships. Gandara transferred in this
semester and has had just a great season with
two first-place finishes. This last race where
Gandara took the crown was the second time
that his team and he raced this semester; the
first time he placed a respectable fourth. This
time around he took the course like a madman, setting a fast early pace as he raced to the
head of the pack where he stayed the entire
race.
“You could see that his work ethic was really there to really be one of the top contenders,”
Assistant Coach Peter Hess said. “Not only at
the championship level, but hopefully we will
see at the regional level too.”
Hess said that the men’s team looked a lot

better at this meet, but that they had to get a little more competitive early in the race. As for
the rest of the team, senior Aaron Castro
(McAllen,TX/McAllen Memorial H.S.) finished 14th while David Trevino (Brownsville,
TX/Hanna H.S.) followed in 21st.
“All in all, we’re looking better,” Hess said.
“Everyone’s pretty healthy and prepared to
run well this next weekend.”
As for the
women, who
finished
sixth out
of
seven
teams, they too
qualified for regionals this
coming weekend. As usual, freshman runner
Bertha Castillo had the best time of the squad
and finished ninth individually. The rest of the
team competed well as Ashley Perez
(Falfurrias,TX/Falfurrias H.S.) crossed the
finish line for 28th place, followed closely in
31st by Karla Hernandez (Edinburg,
TX/Edinburg H.S.).Freshman Megan
McGuire (Grafton, OH/Avon Lake H.S.) was
35th, running a respectable 19:02 and
Lorraine Garcia (Laredo, TX/Nixon H.S.) was

40th.
“Everyone across the board improved by
average of about a minute,” Hess said. “It’s
nice to see improvements, and I think you will
see that carry over at the regional meet this
next weekend.”
The Regional Championships, in Waco,
will bring stiffer competition.
Last year the men’s group finished in eighth
place overall at this meet, but then they had
Wesley Keating, who finished third individually. He is currently sitting out this season due
to being red-shirted. Hess said that he hopes
that Gandara will take that role this time and
help out the team.
“We hope that Hector is right up there in
that top group,” Hess said. “If the men could
get eighth, ninth, or tenth, that would be an
outstanding job.”
Hess said that everything is coming together the last couple of weeks, and that it’s nice to
have such a hardworking group. He added
that as long as they continue to progress, they
can really be a solid team.
“I think Bertha has a goal of being in the top
twenty,” Hess noted. “If she would hit that, it
would be a great accomplishment.”

